Who attempts suicide among medical students?
To identify factors associated with a history of suicide attempt in medical students. A web-based survey was sent out to A SAMPLE OF MEDICAL STUDENTS. A multi-predictor Poisson regression was performed to identify factors associated with a history of suicide attempt. IN ADDITION, AN elastic net regularization WAS USED to build a risk calculator to identify students at risk for attempted suicide. A total of 4,840 participants were included in the study. Prevalence of suicide ATTEMPTS in THE sample was 8.94%. Risk factors associated with past suicide attempt in the multi-predictor Poisson regression were: female gender (P<0.001); homosexuality (P<0.001); low income (P=0.026); bullying by university peers (P=0.006); childhood (P=0.001) or adult (P=0.001) trauma; family history of suicide (P=0.005); suicidal ideation within the last month (P<0.001); daily tobacco use (P=0.037); and being at severe risk for alcohol abuse (P=0.023). Our elastic net model performed well with an AUC of 0.83. This study identifies A NUMBER OF KEY factors associated with a history of suicide attempts among medical students. Future longitudinal studies should ASSESS THE causal relationship between these factors and suicide attempts. Additionally, these results demonstrate that CURRENT AVAILABLE DATA ON SUICIDE ATTEMPTS AMONG MEDICAL STUDENTS CAN BE USED TO DEVELOP an accurate risk algorithm.